
Newcastle Shelter
1906 – 1966

Details
The Newcastle Shelter was established in 1906 as temporary accommodation for children awaiting hearings at
the local Children’s Court, children who were on remand, or who were otherwise in the custody of the police. It
operated from the private home of Miss King, who, along with her daughter, ran the shelter with support from the
Child Welfare Department. In 1966 the Newcastle Shelter closed, and was replaced by the Worimi Shelter.

The Newcastle Shelter had capacity for 6 boys and girls, with somewhere between 50 and 100 children on
average passing through each year. It accepted children from infancy up to the age of 18. Children typically spent
only a short time at the shelter, ranging from a few hours to a few days, however at least two children had lived at
the shelter permenantly during its operation. Due to the short period of time children spent at the shelter it had no
formal education or recreational programs. It was described in the 1939 Annual Report of the Child Welfare
Department as ‘merely a place of detention and remand.’

In 1947 the operator of the shelter, Miss King, retired. However, annual reports of the department suggest that
the shelter continued in some form (possibly at another location) until 1966, when it was replaced by the Worimi
Shelter.

More info

Chronology
Newcastle Shelter (1906 – 1966)

Worimi Shelter (1966 - 2000)

Related Entries
Run by

State Children's Relief Board (1881 - 1923)
Child Welfare Department, State Government of New South Wales (1923 - 1970)

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Departmental Records relating to State Wards, New South Wales (1918 - current)

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/state-childrens-relief-board/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/child-welfare-department/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/records-relating-to-state-wards/


You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/newcastle-shelter/

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/newcastle-shelter/

