
Women’s Australian National Service
(WANS)
1941 – 1946
Other Names: WANS

Details
The Women’s Australian National Service (WANS) was established in Western Australia in 1941. From 1943 to
1946 it ran ‘Wanslea Hostel’, a Home for children who could not live with family due to parental illness or wartime
absence.

The Women’s Australian National Service (WANS) was established in Australia in 1939 and in Western Australia
in 1941. Its purpose was to encourage women to be active in community service and employment shortages
created by World War II. In 1943 in WA, the Deputy Director of Manpower, Department of the Army, asked the
local WANS to run a children’s hostel to accommodate children who could not live at home due to parental
sickness or war-related absence. This hostel was named Wanslea. The WANS wound up on 28 February 1946.

The legacy they had started in out of home ‘care’ for children was taken up by the Wanslea Hostel Committee
and continues in 2013 as Wanslea Family Services.

Gallery

Wanslea Hostel

Description: 'Wanslea Hostel (1943-1946) 30 Bulwer Street, in 2013' is a copy of a
digital image from Google Street View, showing 30 Bulwer Street, the site of the former
Wanslea Hostel (1943-1946).

More info
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Ran

Wanslea Hostel (1943 - 1946)
Date: 1943 - 1946

Related Organisations
Wanslea Family Services (1946 - current)
Wanslea Family Services grew from activities of the Women's Australian National Service (WANS) during
World War Two.

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/wanslea-hostel-2/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/wanslea-family-services/


You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/womens-australian-national-
service-wans/

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/womens-australian-national-service-wans/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/womens-australian-national-service-wans/

