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Details
The Education Act Amendment Act 1952 (030 of 1952 (1 Eliz. II No. 30)) extended the provisions for the
commitment of children with a disability to an institution. The Act now applied to children who were ‘blind, deaf,
mute, cerebrally palsied or mentally defective.’

Prior to the Education Act Amendment Act 1952, parents whose child had a disability that might impact on their
education had to notifiy the Minister for Eductation when the child was six years old. The 1952 amendments
made it compulsory for parents to notify the Minister in writing of ‘the name and whereabouts’ as follows: for a
child who was deaf or mute, at 3 years old; for a child who was blind, ‘cerebally palsied or mentally deficient’, at 4
years of age.

Speaking about the Act before it had become law, the Minister for Education, AF Watts said that ‘considerable
changes had been made in our outlook’ towards children with disabilities since 1928 when the Education Act
came into being. The amendments were meant to enable ‘plans to be made, where practicable, for the
accommodation of the children and their individual education’ (Hansard 16 September 1952 p.907, Education Act
Amendment Bill: second reading debate).

Responding to amendments suggested by the Hon NE Baxter, the Minister for Agriculture, who was in charge of
the Bill in the Legislative Council, gave further insight into the Bill’s intention about reporting children with
disabilities to the education authorities:

The intention of the department is that immediately It is acquainted of the fact that there are any of these
children in the vicinity, and the parents are not able to provide the necessary education, the department will
take the matter in hand.
Hansard 4 November 1952 p.1793, Education Act Amendment Bill: in Committee

By 1992, these provisions had been amended but the Minister continued to retain the power to direct parents as
to the most suitable educational environment for their child.
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