
Yaandina Family Centre
1974 – 1995?
Other Names: Yaandina Babies and Children Centre

Yaandina Hostel

Details
Yaandina Family Centre, Roebourne, was established by a local committee in 1974 to provide short term
accommodation for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal babies and children and, from 1984 for young mothers. Nursing
services were provided by the Sisters of St John of God until 1982. From 1983, it was managed by Ieramugadu
Community Incorporated, which no longer operates. Yaandina’s residential program for youth had closed by
1995.

Government reports (Signposts 2004, pp.583-584) show that Yaandina has fulfilled a number of functions over
the years, but that its focus has been on babies, young children and their mothers, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal.

Established by a local management committee in 1974, Yaandina provided an alternative for children who might
otherwise have been ‘committed’ as wards of the State, according to child welfare authorities in 1976.

In the 1980s, there was not a great need for nursing services Sisters of St John of God withdrew from Yaandina
in May 1982.

The centre was managed by the Ieramugadu Community Incorporated from 1983 and services were expanding
to include training in and delivery of child care services.

By 1984, young nursing mothers, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal, were accommodated on a short-term basis.
There were six children (including two who were not wards of the State), and two parents at Yaandina when
statistics were reported in 1984.

From 1991 to 1995 (Signposts p.584), Yaandina was funded through the Youth Supported Accommodation
Program (YSAAP) to provide accommodation for youth.

Yaandina’s residential program for young people had closed by 1995.

Gallery

A big photo album: the archive of the Sisters of St John of God

Description: 'A big photo album: the archive of the Sisters of St John of God' is an
online news item from ABC Kimberley. It shows pictures of Aboriginal children and adults
at communities in the Kimberley, and is about the collection of 34,000 photographs held
by the Sisters of St John of God at the Heritage Centre in Broome, Western Australia.



More info

Related Entries
Run by

Sisters of St John of God (1895 - current)
Date: 1974 - 1982

Related Organisations
South Hedland Group Home (1979 - 2000?)
The South Hedland Group Home was developed as an alternative to the Yaandina Family Centre.

Resources
Western Australia. Department for Community Welfare, Annual Report: Department for Community Welfare,
1973 - 1984

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Sisters of St John of God, Kimberley, Records (1895 - current)
Files - Community Welfare ("A" Series), State Records Office of Western Australia (25 August 1908 - 23
December 1990)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/yaandina-family-centre/

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/sisters-of-st-john-of-god/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/south-hedland-group-home/
http://catalogue.slwa.wa.gov.au/record=b1410539~S7
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/sisters-of-st-john-of-god-kimberley-records/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/files-community-welfare-a-series/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/files-community-welfare-a-series/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/yaandina-family-centre/

