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Other Names: Kyewong Education and Employment Hostel
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Details
Kyewong, in Como, was established around 1967 as a government-run Aboriginal education and employment
hostel for high school-age children who came from country areas to continue their education in Perth. In 1970, it
was transferred to the Baptist Union, for young women coming to Perth from Marribank, seeking employment. By
1975, the hostel had been transferred to the Department for Community Welfare and was used for short to
medium-term accommodation of school-age girls who were wards of the State. It is likely that boys were admitted
from 1984 when Kyewong became a community support hostel. From 1987 at least, children who were involved
in the youth justice system were admitted. Kyewong closed around 2002.

Government reports (Signposts 2004, pp.281-282) show that Kyewong Hostel was initially run by the Department
of Native Welfare as a hostel for young Aboriginal women of working age from regional Western Australia who
were seeking work, or working, in Perth. ‘Kyewong’ means ‘Home’ or ‘Resting Place’.

By 1970, at the request of the Baptist Church, the management of the Kyewong Hostel was transferred to the
Baptist Union so that Aboriginal young women from Marribank could have supported accommodation when they
came to Perth to work. At this time, house-parents were described by Wilson and Robinson in their survey of
Aboriginal hostels (Signposts p.281) as ‘a young ex-teacher family from Collie’.

By 1975, control of Kyewong Hostel had been transferred to the Department for Community welfare, who
accommodated girls who were wards of the State. The department described Kyewong Hostel in 1976 (Signposts
pp.281-282) as a brick building in a suburban street that had: ‘a garden and play area; 4 bedrooms – 2 doubles
and 2 which could sleep three or more girls; a dining room; 2 bathrooms and 2 toilets; a pool or table tennis table;
TV, piano; radio or radiogram, and magazines were available.’ The department reported that the girls caught a
bus to school and took their lunch. On average, girls stayed at the Kyewong Hostel for 9 months. The department
reported that girls were permitted to participate in ‘sporting clubs and social activities’.

In 1984, the Kyewong Hostel changed its function and became part of a network of departmental hostels known
as Community Support Hostels. These hostels were designed to support children and young people with complex
needs and who could not be easily placed in foster care. The community support hostel aimed to help children
develop and maintain skills that would increase their capacity to integrate well in future placements and
community activities. It is not known whether boys were also admitted from this time, but it is likely. Generally,
Kyewong could accommodate up to eight children aged 6 to 17 years. From this time, staff were rostered on a 24
hour basis rather than living in as house parents.

By 1987, authorities reported (Signposts p.283) that ‘children on arrest or remand’ who could not return home
were also admitted.



In 1994, the department had reorganized its community support hostels and Kyewong was run as part of the
McCall Centre program. At this stage, Kyewong was reported (Signposts p.283) as ‘providing accommodation
and support for 11-17 year olds for periods from two weeks to 12 months’ and purchases of ‘bus passes, keys
and movie tickets’ were recorded in that year.

By around 2002, Kyewong closed and a new residential unit, Youth Equip Services, was built on the Como site in
2003.
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Department of Native Welfare, State of Western Australia (1955 - 1972)
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