
Brookton Cottage
1979? – 1988?

Details
Brookton Cottage was a group Home established by Centrecare Children’s Cottages in about 1979. It offered
family-type Homes to Aboriginal babies and children aged up to 15 years, often in sibling groups. They were
referred by the department responsible for child welfare, or as private admissions. Brookton Cottage closed
around 1988.

Brookton Cottage was one of the group Homes established by Centrecare Children’s Cottages from 1979 to
1980, to provide culturally-appropriate accommodation and support for Aboriginal children. When the cottages
first opened, children were aged 0-5 years but by 1985 children aged 0-17 years were able to be admitted.

From 1985, Centrecare staff were concerned that children living at the Brookton Cottage were facing
discrimination in the town, and that there was a lack of local resources to adequately support young people who
may have come to Brookton after time in detention, or after multiple other placements. The Brookton Cottage
closed around 1988.

From at least 1983, possibly earlier, Brookton Cottage had Aboriginal cottage parents. When Brookton closed,
the cottage parents moved to one of Centrecare Children’s Cottages in Northam.
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Centrecare Children's Cottages (1978 - 1992)
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Resources
Consultative Committee on Residential Child Care (W.A.), New Directions for Supporting Aboriginal Familes
Where There is an Identified Risk for Separation of Children and Families, 1990
Butcher, Petrina, Djooraminda, West Australian social worker, 1997
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For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/centrecare-childrens-cottages/


Centrecare, Centrecare Children's Cottages and Djooraminda, Records (1978? - current)
Department of Aboriginal Affairs [predecessors], Records (1886 - 2004)
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