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Details
The Age of Majority Act 1973 also known by its full title ‘An Act to amend the law relating to the age of majority
and to the time when a particular age is attained, to provide for matters incidental thereto, and to amend certain
enactments’ (Act no. 47/1973) makes changes to the age at which a person is considered to be an adult under
the law to include people between the ages of 18 and 21.

This amendment had a wide ranging impact on multiple pieces of legislation, including:

Adoption of Children Act 1968 (Act no.33/1968), the definition of a child in this act was originally someone
under 21, the Age of Majority Act 1973 changed this to 18.
Child Welfare Act 1960 (Act no.48/1960), the full title of this act was changed from ‘An act to consolidate and
amend certain enactments relating to children and other persons who have not attained the age of 21 years’ to
relate to people under 18 years not 21. The definition of legal guardian was changed to only include guardians
of people under the age of 18. It originally related to people under the age of 21. The age at which wards of the
state could receive any money held on their behalf was lowered from 21 to 18.
Guardianship and Custody of Infants Act 1934 lowered the age at which a father could appoint a person to be
the guardian of his child from 21 to 18.
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