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Details
The Children’s Charter Amendment Act 1921 also known by the full title ‘An Act to amend “The Children’s
Charter'” (Act no.12 Geo.V No.62) amended The Children of the State Act 1918 to explicitly allow for the
imprisonment of children who commit indictable offences. This legislation was repealed by the Infants Welfare Act
1935 (Act no. 26 Geo. V No.96) on 31 January 1936.

The Children’s Charter Amendment Act 1921 explicitly allowed for the imprisonment of children who commit
indictable offences. (An indictable offence is generally a more serious type of crime that requires a trial by a judge
and jury in the presence of the defendant. Indictable offences include crimes such as murder and indecent
assault. Less serious offences are often known as summary offences and can generally be dealt with by a lone
magistrate and without the defendant’s presence. Summary offences include crimes such as property damage
and road traffic offences.)

The 1921 amendment also increased the maximum fine children could be charged with from 40 shillings to 5
pounds. (There were 20 shillings in every pound so 5 pounds is the equivalent of 100 shillings, more than
doubling the original fine.) Under this amendment children over 14 could also be imprisoned if they did not pay
fines they were charged for. The time of imprisonment increased with the cost of the fine, so a child fined 20
shillings or less could be imprisoned for a maximum of 3 days while a child fined 5 pounds could be imprisoned
for up to 1 month.

The rest of the amendment primarily deals with the regulation of ‘nursing homes’ for infants and the court’s power
over whose custody children could be placed in.
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