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Details
The Archives Act, passed in 1983, regulates government record keeping and public access to records held by the
Tasmanian Archive and Heritage Office (TAHO).

The Archives Act provides for a state archives and the appointment of a State Archivist.

The Act requires state and local governments to keep ‘proper’ records and to maintain control over them. If this is
not happening, the State Archivist can intervene.

Government records over 25 years old must be transferred to the Tasmanian Archive and Heritage Office
(TAHO) unless the State Archivist has issued an exemption. Records more than 25 years old cannot be altered
without the State Archivist’s written permission.

The Act sets out a number of instances in which Government agencies can place restrictions of up to 75 years on
public access to records they have deposited at TAHO. This includes records where access would allow
‘unreasonable disclosure’ of personal information about someone, even after they have died. If a private
organisation or person deposits their records at TAHO, they can also place restrictions on public access.
Otherwise all records are to be available to the public at no cost.

Unless the State Archivist gives written permission, records cannot be damaged, destroyed or transferred to a
third party.
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