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Details
The Joint Select Committee on Adoption and Related Services was held in 1999 to investigate the concerns that
groups such as Adoption Jigsaw and Origins had about adoption practices of the past.

The terms of reference of the Joint Select Committee were:

(1) The past and continuing effects of professional practices in the
administration and delivery of adoption and related services, particularly
those services relating to the taking of consents, offered to birth parents in
Tasmania from 1950 to 1988.
(2) Whether the practices… Involved unethical and/or
unlawful practices or practices that denied birth parents access to
nonadoption alternatives for their child.
(3) If so, what appropriate and practical measures might be put in place to
assist persons experiencing distress due to such practices?

The Select Committee found that past adoption practices, especially the taking of consent, had profound effects
on the individuals who appeared before them. Committee members related these practices to a social milieu that
was different to today, surmising that, if practitioners had known more about the emotional effects of adoptions,
there would have been less pressure for them to take place.

Committee members did not find any ‘definitive’ evidence of unethical or unlawful practices although they may
have occurred. The disappearance of records and deaths of key witnesses made it impossible to be sure. In
addition, Committee members believed that in drawing conclusions, the context of community attitudes and
departmental procedures had to be taken into account.

The Select Committee recommended that: free counselling services be offered to people involved in adoptions
between 1950 and 1988; the search fee for documents relating to adoptions be cost free; the medical histories of
birth families be available to adopted children and adoptive families; there be better follow up of children who
have been adopted or fostered; adoption papers state that if an adopted child dies, the birth parents must be
contacted; the people appearing before the Select Committee be encouraged to publish their stories and; the
Adoption Act 1988 be amended to address the situation of one of the witnesses.
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More info

Related Entries
Related Organisations

Queen Alexandra Maternity Hospital (1908 - 1999)
Royal Hobart Hospital (1938 - current)

Related Concepts
Adoption in Tasmania (c. 1920 - current)
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