
Glen Dhu Babies’ Home
c. 1905 – 1911
Other Names: Glen Dhu Isolation Home

Details
Glen Dhu Babies’ Home, run by the Children’s Protection Society, opened in about 1907. It accommodated the
babies of single mothers. The Home closed in 1911.

Glen Dhu had a high infant mortality rate with 19 babies dying there in 1909. At the inquest of one of them, the
Medical Superintendent of Launceston General Hospital suggested that the underlying cause of the deaths,
which were mostly due to gastro-enteritis, was the lack of trained staff. In his judgement, the Coroner, Edward
Whitfield, called for babies’ homes to be registered so that that they could be inspected. According to the
Launceston Examiner, Whitfield also said that:

these homes were doing a great deal of harm in the community. In his opinion a great many of the children
should be looked after by their mothers. It seemed that the children were losing the mothers as the
moment they got ill they were sent to strangers to look after. It was bad for the community for the children
to be artificially brought up. The number that were sent out was appalling and still growing. There would be
an outcry shortly for another children’s hospital and home, and all would be filled. The children nowadays
seemed to be brought up without their mothers.

Whitfield’s comments reflected a more widely held concern that, as better formulas for feeding made it possible to
keep illegitimate babies alive without their mothers, the babies would be separated from them and the mothers
would escape their responsibilities. This explains a wide spread preference for homes that kept mother and baby
together.

In June 1910 the Glen Dhu Babies’ Home moved from its original location in Glen Dhu to a new premises in
Albion Street, Invermay, as it was felt that the original premises were an unhealthy place for babies. When Glen
Dhu closed in 1911, it was probably because of lack of funds. Bad publicity and the view that mothers and babies
should be kept together may have led to a fall in donations.

More info

Related Entries
Run by

Children's Protection Society (1903 - 1920?)
The Children's Protection Society ran Glen Dhu Babies' Home.

Related Legislation

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/childrens-protection-society-2/


Infant Life Protection Act 1907, Tasmania (1907 - 1920)
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