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Details
The Select Committee of the Legislative Council on the Destitute Poor was appointed by the Government in 1867
to enquire into the management of the Destitute Asylum and the Brighton Industrial School at the old Grace
Darling Hotel. The Committee produced a report in October 1867 which was highly critical of the inadequate
temporary accommodations provided for them first at the Exhibition Building on North Terrace, and then at the
Grace Darling Hotel. It recommended children be moved as soon as possible to the Magill Industrial School
which was being built.

The Select Committee of the Legislative Council on the Destitute Poor was appointed by the Government in 1867
to enquire into the management of the Destitute Asylum and the Grace Darling Hotel at Brighton, also known as
the Brighton Industrial School. The Report of the Select Committee was released in October 1867. The findings in
relation to the Destitute Asylum were critical of the food supplied, the inadequate size of the men’s dining room
and also recommended the construction of a separate Lying In Ward for pregnant women.

The decision to move children from the Destitute Asylum, first to the Exhibition Building on North Terrace for
several months and then the Grace Darling Hotel, was heavily criticised by the Committee. Both buildings were
considered highly unsuitable and were said to have led to the severe deterioration of the children’s health. The
Grace Darling Hotel was found to be in very poor repair, far too small for the numbers of children placed there,
and lacking in necessary facilities. The Committee stated that overcrowding, lack of cleanliness, poor
administration and lack of support for the Matron had lead to disease and the deaths of a number of children.
Within a six month period 14 children had died at the grace Darling Hotel.

The report urged that work on the Magill Industrial School be urgently completed so that all children could be
moved out of the Brighton Institution as soon as possible.
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