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Details
The Aboriginal Child Placement Principle (ACPP) was developed in the early 1980s and was incorporated into
adoption and child protection legislation from 1983 onwards. In 2009 it was renamed the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Child Placement Principle. The Principle is intended to guide child protection services to
strengthen Aboriginal children’s connections with their family, community and cultural identity and recognise their
right to their own heritage, customs, community and institutions. The Principle outlines a preference that, if
Aboriginal children are to be placed outside their families, they should be with other Aboriginal people. The order
of preference is generally that an Aboriginal child be placed within the child’s extended family; within the child’s
Aboriginal community; and, failing that, with other Aboriginal people.

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle grew from a grassroots community
movement initiated by Aboriginal and Islander Child Care Agencies (AICCAs) during the 1970s. AICCAs strongly
advocated for the best interests of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, and aimed to abolish the harsh
practices and policies of forced removal. (CFCA, 2015)

The Principle promotes a hierarchy of placement options as outlined below:

Removal of any Aboriginal child must be a last resort
If, after consultation with a community controlled Aboriginal welfare organisation, removal of a child from its
family is unavoidable then the authorities must have regard to the direction of the Aboriginal welfare
organisation
If such a removal is necessary, then the child must be placed within the extended family, or if this is not
possible, the child may be placed within the Aboriginal community within close proximity to the child’s natural
family
If there is not an Aboriginal placement available, then in consultation with Aboriginal and Islander Child Care
Agencies (AICCAs), the child may be placed with a non-Aboriginal family on the assurance that the child’s
culture, identity and contact with the Aboriginal community are maintained.

Northern Territory was the first jurisdiction to incorporate the Aboriginal Child Placement Principle into its welfare
legislation in 1983. The Principle was incorporated into the NT Community Welfare Act 1983 and subsequently in
the Adoption of Children Act 1994.

The ACPP became part of New South Wales law with the Children (Care and Protection) Act 1987, the
Community Welfare Act 1987 and the Adoption Information Act 1990.

It became the official policy of the South Australian Department of Community Welfare in 1983 and was
incorporated into South Australian legislation with the Adoption Act 1988 and the Children’s Protection Act 1993.



Victoria passed the Children and Young Persons Act 1989 incorporating the Principle. Queensland passed the
Child Protection Act 1999 and the Australian Capital Territory had the Children and Young People Act of 1999.

In Tasmania, Section 9 of the 1997 Children, Young Persons and their Families Act follows the principle of
Aboriginal Child Placement Principle.

In Western Australia, the ACPP was ratified by the Department for Community Services in October 1985. From
that time, Aboriginal children in Western Australia could not be placed with non-Aboriginal carers without the
approval of the Director General. The Children and Community Services Act 2004 enshrined Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principles in WA legislation.
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