
Royal Commission on the Aborigines,
State of South Australia
1913 – 1916

Details
The Royal Commission on the Aborigines was appointed on 19 December 1912 to inquire into and provide a
report on ‘the control, organisation and management of the institutions in this [South Australia] set aside for the
benefit of the aborigines’. It was also asked to report ‘generally upon the whole question of the South Australian
aborigines’.The Commission’s Progress report, handed down in October 1913, included 26 recommendations,
one of which suggested that the Point Pearce and Point McLeay Missions be taken over by the Government and
controlled by the Aborigines department. A Final report was produced in October 1916.

The Commission comprised three members of Parliament and two members of the Legislative Council. During
1913, the Commission visited Aboriginal missions at Point McLeay, Point Pearce and Moonta, taking evidence
from mission staff, board members, Aboriginal residents and pastoralists.

The Final Report covered evidence taken during 1914 at Killapaninna and Koonibba Missions which the
Commission also recommended be taken over by the government. Also the Commission recommended that the
State take control of all Aboriginal children at age 10 and place them ‘where they deem best’.
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Point McLeay Mission Station (1859 - 1974)
Point Pearce Mission Station (1868 - 1915)
Point Pearce Aboriginal Station (1915 - 1972)
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