
Industrial and Reformatory School for
Girls, Toowoomba
1 April 1881 – c. 1890
Other Names: Reformatory School

Details
The Industrial and Reformatory School for Girls, Toowoomba, run by the government, was established on 1 April
1881. It was previously the Toowoomba jail. The superintendent and matron of the jail were appointed
superintendent and matron of the school under the Industrial and Reformatory Schools Act of 1865. Under the
Act, children under the age of fifteen who were unmanageable or incorrigible, or with convictions, were sent to
reformatories while those from unwholesome environments were sent to industrial schools to be trained for
employment. The School was re-named The Industrial School for Girls, Toowoomba, in around 1890.

More info

Chronology
Industrial and Reformatory School for Girls, Toowoomba (1 April 1881 – c. 1890)

Industrial School for Girls, Toowoomba (c. 1890 - 14 October 1903)

Related Entries
Run by

Public Instruction Department, Orphanages Branch, State Government of Queensland (2 October 1879 - 1
December 1911)
Colonial Secretary (10 December 1859 - 6 August 1896)
Date: 1881 - 1890

Related Legislation
Industrial and Reformatory Schools Act 1865, Queensland (1865 - 1911)

Resources
Clements, John, De Molay House, Downs Folk: Lives and times of folk of Toowoomba & the Downs, 1993

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/public-instruction-department-orphanages-branch/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/public-instruction-department-orphanages-branch/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/colonial-secretary-2/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/industrial-and-reformatory-schools-act-1865/
http://downsfolk.wikidot.com/de-molay-house


Records
Admission Register, Industrial School for Girls, Toowoomba (1 April 1881 - 14 October 1903)
Letterbooks, Industrial and Reformatory School for Girls, Toowoomba (13 April 1881 - 7 September 1895)
Diary of discharges, Industrial and Reformatory School for Girls, Toowoomba (21 April 1882 - 25 September
1903)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/industrial-and-reformatory-
school-for-girls-toowoomba/

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/admission-register-7/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/letterbooks/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/diary-of-discharges/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/diary-of-discharges/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/industrial-and-reformatory-school-for-girls-toowoomba/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/industrial-and-reformatory-school-for-girls-toowoomba/

