
Corinda Infants’ Home
6 September 1915 – 3 November 1919
Other Names: Infants' Home, Corinda

Details
The Corinda Infants’ Home, at Corinda was run by a private management committee known as the Queensland
Association for the Saving of Infant Life. The Corinda Infant’s Home was established in the home of Mrs W.
Duncan who handed over her home, rent free, for four years. In 1919, the premises were handed back to Mrs
Duncan and the Home’s management committee then rented premises at Coorparoo. A decision was made to
call the new home Duncan’s Infant Home.

The Home was licensed in September 1915 to care for 12 babies, but this number had increased to 18 babies by
September 1916, and to 40 babies by March 1918.

In 1918 the Corinda Infant’s Home came under scrutiny from the State Children’s Department regarding the
conditions and health of the children at the home. In a report from 1918 (extracts of which were subsequently
published in The Telegraph in 1923) it was stated that in April 1918 all 27 of the children at Corinda were
transferred to the Children’s Hospital for treatment of gastroenteritis. The Health Department arranged for the
home to be fumigated, and the following month 19 of the 27 children had been returned to the home, four were
still receiving treatment at the hospital, and four had died.

A magisterial inquiry was held into the deaths of the children and the conditions of the home, which found that the
home was overcrowded. Consequently, the number of babies Corinda was licensed for was reduced from 40 to
20. However, in December 1918, the home was temporarily closed again due to another outbreak of
gastroenteritis. All 14 of the babies at the home were again removed, eight to state care and six to the Children’s
Hospital. By the end of 1918 a total of nine babies from the Corinda Infant’s Home had died of gastroenteritis.
This led to calls for the Corinda Infant’s Home to be discontinued. The home officially closed on 3 November
1919, however the management committee applied to register a new infants home, The Duncan Infant’s Home,
the following year.

Gallery

The Infant's Home at Corinda

Description: This is an image of the exterior of the Corinda Infant's Home. It shows a
large two-storey wood-clad house with a front verandah and stair-case leading to the
elevated entrance. It is surrounded by a simple fence of wooden posts and wire. This
image was published in the Queenslander Pictorial, a supplementary publication to The
Queenslander, on 29 June 1918. The caption was supplied by the Queenslander
Pictorial.



Dormitory in the Corinda Home

Description: This is an image of a dormitory at the Corinda Infants' Home. It shows
approximately 10 empty cots lined up along the walls of what appears to be an enclosed
or converted verandah. The only other furnishings in the room are two small tables, each
with a vase of flowers on top. This image was published in the Queenslander Pictorial, a
supplementary publication to The Queenslander, on 29 June 1918. The caption was
supplied by the Queenslander Pictorial.

More info

Chronology
Corinda Infants' Home (6 September 1915 – 3 November 1919)

Duncan Infants' Home (January 1921 - March 1922)
St Agnes Babies Home (March 1922 - 30 July 1923)
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The Queensland Association for the Saving of Infant Life (1916 - 1923)
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