
OPAL Joyce Wilding Home
1970 – c.2021
Other Names: OPAL House, Eight Mile Plains

Joyce Wilding Home
Joyce Wilding Hostel

Details
OPAL Joyce Wilding Home was operated by the One People of Australia League (OPAL). In 1970, OPAL
purchased the home (on the Pacific Highway in Upper Mount Gravatt, later known as Eight Mile Plains) with
funding from Commonwealth and Queensland governments in 1970, and the Home was licensed on 7 August
1970. Its licence was cancelled on 11 February 1977, and it became an aged care facility. By late 1978, OPAL
House, Eight Mile Plains had returned to housing mothers and children, whilst also housing pensioners. The
Joyce Wilding Hostel continues to provide transitional accommodation in 2018.

The Home was named after Winifred Doris (Joyce) Wilding, one of the founders of OPAL and former matron of
OPAL House in South Brisbane.

Wilding was the Matron of Joyce Wilding Home from 1970, but she resigned the position in 1971, following
disagreement with the policies of the new OPAL board.

The building had been used as a motel before it was purchased by OPAL and converted into a Home. According
to an article in New Dawn from March 1973: ‘The buildings are set amidst spacious grounds and so afford the
children ample room for games and recreation’.

OPAL has advised the Find & Connect web resource that they no longer have any records relating to children
who were resident in their homes.

Joyce Wilding Home closed in 2021, and the site was redeveloped as the Mari-Mari-Ba accommodation precinct ,
which provides support for Indigenous women and children who were experiencing, or at risk of, homelessness.

National Redress Scheme for people who have experienced institutional
child sexual abuse
In 2021, the Queensland government has agreed to be a funder of last resort for this institution. This means that
although the institution is now defunct, it is participating in the National Redress Scheme, and the government
has agreed to pay the institution’s share of costs of providing redress to a person (as long as the government is
found to be equally responsible for the abuse a person experienced).

Gallery



OPAL's Joyce Wilding Home

Description: This is a copy of 2 images that were published in an article in the New
Dawn in March 1973. The top image has the following caption: 'The children sleep in
these units at the back of the main building of OPAL's Joyce Wilding Home at Brisbane.
"Uncle" Wally Sheppard, matron's husband, can be seen in the picture'. The bottom
picture is captioned: 'This is the main driveway to the Home. The office, dining room and
kitchen are on the ground floor. Some of the children are accommodated upstairs'.

More info

Related Entries
Run by

One People of Australia League (1961 - current)

Related Organisations
OPAL House (1962 - 1985?)
When OPAL House was demolished in 1985, its residents were transferred to Opal Joyce Wilding House.

Resources
Darling, Elaine, 'They spoke out pretty good: the leadership of women in the Brisbane Aboriginal rights
movement, 1958/ 1962', Melbourne Historical Journal, 1996

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Client Files, Queensland Government-run Institutions (c. 1865 - 2001)
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs Records (1880s - current)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/opal-joyce-wilding-home/
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