
Brewarrina Aboriginal Station Dormitory
c. 1897 – c. 1940

Details
The Brewarrina Aboriginal Station Dormitory was a dormitory for Aboriginal girls that was attached to the
manager’s house at Brewarrina Aboriginal Station, an Aborigines Protection Board property 16 kilometres from
Brewarrina township. Aboriginal girls from all over New South Wales were sent there for ‘training’ and discipline,
usually from the ages of 14-18 when they were subject to the removal and apprenticeship policies of the
Aborigines Protection Board. The dormitory fell into disuse around 1940, when the Protection Board was replaced
by the Aborigines Welfare Board, but Brewarrina Station remained a place where Aboriginal people and children
were forcibly relocated until its closure in 1965.

The Aborigines Protection Association (APA) set up the Brewarrina Aboriginal Station in 1886, after the
Brewarrina Reserve was relocated from the riverbanks in the township to a new site further up the Barwon River.
The dormitory possibly began operating in this time, as the APA had set up a dormitory at Warangesda. The
dormitory was certainly established by the time the Aborigines Protection Board took over the management of
Brewarrina in 1897.

The Brewarrina mission school was destroyed by fire around 1945. By 2004 there were no mission buildings
standing, and only the cemetery remained. Interprative signage had been placed at the site providing information
to visitors.

More info

Related Entries
Run by

Aborigines Protection Board, State Government of New South Wales (1883 - 1940)

Related Organisations
Warangesda Dormitory (1893 - 1912)
Girls were transferred between the Brewarrina and Warangesda dormitories
Cootamundra Training Home (1911 - 1969)
Girls were transferred between the Brewarrina Dormitory and Cootamundra Training Home
Aborigines Protection Association (1881 - c. 1897)
Aborigines Inland Mission (1905 - 1998)
The AIM ministered to Brewarrina

Resources
Living on Aboriginal reserves and stations, NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment, No date

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/aborigines-protection-board/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/warangesda-dormitory/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/cootamundra-training-home/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/aborigines-protection-association/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/aborigines-inland-mission/
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/chresearch/ReserveStation.htm


Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Departmental Records relating to State Wards, New South Wales (1918 - current)
Ward Registers, Board for the Protection of Aborigines (18 January 1916 - 7 December 1928)
Minute Books, Aborigines Welfare Board (25 September 1890 - 29 April 1969)
School Files (1876 - 1979)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/brewarrina-aboriginal-station-
dormitory/

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/records-relating-to-state-wards/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/ward-registers-2/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/minute-books/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/school-files/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/brewarrina-aboriginal-station-dormitory/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/brewarrina-aboriginal-station-dormitory/

