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Details
The Parramatta Female Factory Precinct is an area of approximately 27 hectares of New South Wales
Government land that contains 72 buildings that housed female convicts and destitute children continuously from
1821 until the 1990s. It is the site of the 1821 Female Factory (Cumberland Hospital) and the 1844 Roman
Catholic Orphan School, which from 1887 until 1974 served as the Industrial School for Girls (Parramatta Girls
Home), Taldree (1974-1980), Kamballa (1974-1983) and the Norma Parker Detention Centre (1980-1990s).
Government departments then occupied the site until 2009. The Girls Training School Precinct has been listed on
the Register of the National Estate since 21 March 1978. In November 2017, the Parramatta Female Factories
and Institutions Precinct was added to the National Heritage List.

The Parramatta Female Factory Precinct has been identified as highly significant by Bonney Djuric and
Parragirls, and members of the Parramatta historical community, as well as historians, heritage experts, activists
and local politicians.

The Precinct comprises more than 72 buildings, built landforms, structural features, intact sub-floor deposits,
open deposits and scatters and individual artefacts which have the potential to yield information relating to major
historic themes including Aboriginal post-contact, Convict, Cultural Sites, Environment, Industry, Government and
Administration, Health and Welfare.

A fire occurred in the Orphan School building on 21 December 2012, causing significant damage and destroying
the historic interior.

In 2017, the Parramatta Female Factory and Institutions Precinct was inscribed on the National Heritage List. The
inscription notes that “the Precinct is outstanding in its capacity to tell the stories of women and children in
institutions over the course of Australian history…The Precinct demonstrates how colonial and state governments
chose to address the perceived problem of vulnerable women and children, who they regarded as needing
protection and control, through the use of institutions as a core element of the welfare system.” The Parramatta
Female Factory Precinct Inc works to protect, preserve and promote the history and heritage of the Precinct, and
activate it as an International Site of Conscience.
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Girls Training School Precinct

Description: This is a picture of the front of what was formerly the Parramatta Girls
Training School.
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Related Entries
Related Organisations

Kamballa (1974 - 1983)
Kamballa was located in buildings that in 2013 are part of the Parramatta Female Factory Precinct.
Date: 1974 - 1983
Taldree (1974 - 1980)
Taldree was located in buildings that in 2013 are part of the Parramatta Female Factory Precinct.
Date: 1974 - 1980
Parramatta Girls Industrial School (1887 - 1912)
Parramatta Girls Industrial School was located in buildings that in 2013 are part of the Parramatta Female
Factory Precinct.
Date: 1887 - 1912
Roman Catholic Orphan School (8 March 1844 - 1886)
The Roman Catholic Orphan School was located in buildings that in 2013 are part of the Parramatta Female
Factory Precinct.
Date: 1844 - 1886
Parragirls (2006 - current)
Parragirls has been lobbying for recognition of the significance of the Parramatta Female Factory Precinct.
Date: 2006 -
Parramatta Girls Training Home (1912 - 1946)
Parramatta Girls Training Home was located in buildings that in 2013 are part of the Parramatta Female
Factory Precinct.
Date: 1912 - 1946
Parramatta Girls Training School (1946 - 1974)
The Parramatta Girls Training School was located in buildings that in 2013 are part of the Parramatta Female
Factory Precinct.
Date: 1946 - 1974
Sisters of Charity of Australia (1838 - current)
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