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Details
Pallister Church of England Girls’ Home was a girls’ home run by the Church of England Deaconess Institution. It
was formerly the Deaconess Children’s Home (or Agincourt) in Strathfield. In 1946, Pallister Church of England
Girls Home moved to Greenwich. The new premises were a house called Standish, in the grounds of Greenwich
Hospital, and from that point the home was known as Pallister House or Lisgar Trust. Pallister House took girls
who had been referred from the Children’s Court. Pallister House was closed and Pallister Young People’s Unit
and Special School opened in the same building in 1977.

The Deaconesses renamed Lisgar as Pallister Girls Home in 1935. This was a home for girls who were described
as ‘difficult’, most of who were referred by the Children’s Courts. It operated from 1936 to 1946 at Strathfield and
then in Standish/Pallister House, in the grounds of Greenwich Hospital, until 1976. From 1977 to 1982 the
Deaconesses converted the Pallister House building to Pallister Young People’s Unit and Special School.

Win Evans recalls that Agincourt was renamed Pallister after a former Deaconess in charge of Deaconess
Children’s Homes. In 2011 the Agincourt site was used by the Jesmond Nursing Home.

Pallister Girls’ Home closed its Strathfield home in 1945 and moved to Standish House in the grounds of
Greenwich Hospital, where it became Pallister House, also known as Lisgar Trust.

According to historian Peter Quinn, Pallister House was one of the few non-government organisations to be
funded by the Child Welfare Department to provide juvenile justice services.

In the 1980s the Church of England Deaconess Institution changed its name to Anglican Deaconess Ministries
Ltd. This organisation holds annual reports of Pallister, and some group photographs of children who lived in the
homes.
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More info

Chronology
Lisgar Training Home for Domestic Servants (1870 - 1914)

Lisgar Children's Home (1914 - 1929)
Deaconess Children's Home, Strathfield (1929 - 1936)

Pallister Church of England Girls' Home (1936 – 1977)
Pallister Young People's Unit and Special School (1977 - 1981)

Related Entries
Run by

Church of England Deaconess Institution (1891 - 1980s)

Related Organisations
Anglican Deaconess Ministries Ltd (1980s - current)

Resources
Anglican Deaconess Ministries Ltd, Pastoral Care & Assistance Scheme, November 2015

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Records held by Anglican Deaconess Ministries Ltd, Church of England Deaconess Ministries (1891 - current)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/pallister-church-of-england-
girls-home/

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/church-of-england-deaconess-institution/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/anglican-deaconess-ministries-ltd/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55bab2d9e4b09e80d217ea8c/t/5673816269a91a5538ef600f/1450410338198/ADM+Pastoral_Care_Assist+Booklet+Nov+2015.pdf
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/records-held-by-anglican-deaconess-ministries-ltd/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/pallister-church-of-england-girls-home/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/pallister-church-of-england-girls-home/

