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Details
The Anglican Diocese of Grafton is one of the 23 Dioceses which constitute the Anglican Church of Australia
(formerly the Church of England). It was first established in 1868 as the Anglican Diocese of Grafton and
Armidale but became its own diocese in 1914.

The Anglican Diocese of Grafton covers the coastal area south of the New South Wales-Queensland border
known as the Northern Rivers Region and inland. Grafton is the Cathedral city. Other major centres are Lismore,
Ballina, Coffs Harbour and Port Macquarie.

On 17 May 2013 the Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Grafton resigned, citing his failure to apply professional
standards or appropriate pastoral care to his investigation and management of claims of abuse that occurred at
the North Coast Children’s Home from the 1940s to the 1980s. His resignation was triggered by an audit of all
‘Professional Standards matters’ (that is, abuse claims) in the Grafton Diocese, which identified failings in his
handling of such claims.

In his statement the Bishop admitted that abuse had occurred at the North Coast Children’s Home over this
period and was perpetrated by former staff members, visiting clergy, host families and other residents. Although
he had paid compensation to some victims of abuse in 2007, he had been unsure whether the Anglican Diocese
of Grafton was legally liable for the abuse at the North Coast Children’s Home. The Bishop admitted he had dealt
poorly with claims made from 2008-2011 and had not applied the Anglican Church’s Professional Standards
Protocol to these cases. This meant some cases were not referred to police. He had also turned away claimants
and denied them compensation. The Bishop has apologised to survivors of the abuse for his failings of pastoral
care and stated that all matters had now been referred to the Anglican Church’s Professional Standards Unit.

On 21 May 2013 The Daily Telegraph reported that the resignation of the Bishop of Grafton had taken place after
personal intervention by the Primate of the Anglican Church of Australia, Archbishop Phillip Aspinall.
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