
Bimbadeen Girls Home
1969 – 1974

Details
Bimbadeen Girls Home in Cootamundra was established in 1969 by the New South Wales Department of Child
Welfare in the buildings that had been used by the Cootamundra Girls Training Home. It housed Aboriginal girls,
including some who had lived in Cootamundra Girls Training Home, and also some non-Aboriginal girls.
Bimbadeen Girls Home closed in 1974.

Bimbadeen Girls Home was established in 1969 when the Aborigines Welfare Board was shut down and the
Cootamundra Girls Training Home was closed. It was first run by the New South Wales Child Welfare
Department, which later became the Department of Child Welfare and Social Welfare and then was called the
Department of Youth and Community Services.

Some girls who had been in Cootamundra Girls Training Home remained on site at Bimbadeen, under the care of
the Child Welfare Department. Non-Aboriginal girls were also sent to Bimbadeen. The institution closed when the
government reviewed residential accommodation for children.

Bimbadeen is owned by the Young Aboriginal Land Council and since 1979 has been run by the Aboriginal
Evangelical Fellowship as a training centre.

Gallery

Existing driveway and entry showing western wing

Description: This image shows the existing driveway and entry showing the western
wing to what was the Cootamundra Training Home and laterly the Bimbadeen Girls
Home.

More info

Chronology
Cootamundra Training Home (1911 - 1969)

Bimbadeen Girls Home (1969 – 1974)

Related Entries
Run by



Department of Child Welfare and Social Welfare, State Government of New South Wales (1970 - 1973)
Date: 1970 - 1973
Department of Youth and Community Services, State Government of New South Wales (1973 - 1975)
Date: 1973 - 1974
Child Welfare Department, State Government of New South Wales (1923 - 1970)
Date: 1969 - 1970

Resources
Bimbadeen Aboriginal Evangelical Fellowship, Bimbadeen Christian Training and Conference Centre: About
Us, No date
N.S.W. Report: Reforms sought in child protection, The Canberra Times, 21 December 1974

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Departmental Records relating to State Wards, New South Wales (1918 - current)
Aborigines Welfare Board Photographs (c. 1916 - c. 1961)
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