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Details
Probation refers to children or young people being committed by the Children’s Court to a period of supervision
by the child welfare department in their state or territory.

In New South Wales, probation was introduced in 1905 as part of the Children’s Court system. It was a way of
supervising children who had been charged with a crime or misdemeanour, or with neglect, but who were
considered to be able to reform. Probation officers visited the child’s home regularly, and ensured the family kept
the home environment to a satisfactory standard. They checked that the child attended school and stayed out of
trouble. Probation officers also monitored women who received boarding out allowance to care for their own
children.

There were various periods of supervision, with discretion being given to the Court and/or to the Department as to
what was an appropriate period for this probation to last. It was possible for a child to be placed on probation with
parents or other relatives.

In Tasmania, probation officers were first appointed under sections 30 to 35 of the Children of the State Act 1918.
Probation officers provided information about a young offender to the Children’s Court and supervised the child or
young person before and after the hearing, if the court required it.

Probation meant fewer children were taken into care, but enabled the officers of the state government
departments to police the activities of families.

There were some institutions called probationary homes. These were an alternative to reformatories for children
and young people.
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