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1885 – 1977
Other Names: Methodist Church

Sydney Central Methodist Mission

Details
The Central Methodist Mission, founded in 1885 by the Wesleyan Methodist Church, became a major provider of
welfare services and ministry in Sydney and across New South Wales. It developed Dalmar Home in the early
20th century, and was involved in the establishment of the Royal Flying Doctor Service. It ran children’s camps
for young ‘Couriers of Christ’. In 1963 it set up Lifeline telephone counselling services, the first in the world. It set
up the Bernard-Smith Children’s Home in 1968.

The Central Methodist Mission had its origins in the Methodist Church, which began conducting services in
Sydney from 1812. In 1885 the Methodist Church, which was losing members, resolved to take on the name
Central Methodist Mission and take on a new purpose, through evangelism to convert men and women to
Christianity and serve the needs of people. The congregation grew rapidly with this message.

The Central Methodist Mission ran Waverley House, which later moved to Croydon and became Dalmar, before
moving again to Carlingford. It also set up Alexandra Rescue Home and Hope Haven. It ran children’s camps at
Woodford and other sites from 1948, calling the young people it recruited ‘Couriers of Christ’. It owned the
Crusaders’ Camp at Otford, where Aboriginal children from Croker Island and the Northern Territory were housed
after being evacuated during World War II.

In 1977, when members of the Uniting, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches formed the Uniting Church in
Australia, the Central Methodist Mission was renamed the Wesley Mission.
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Front façade of the Lyceum Theatre, Pitt Street

Description: This image shows the Lyceum Theatre and the Central Methodist Mission.

More info

Chronology
Methodist Church in New South Wales (1812 - 1885)

Central Methodist Mission, Sydney (1885 – 1977)
Wesley Central Mission, Sydney (1977 - 1993)

Wesley Mission (1993 - current)

Related Entries
Ran

Dalmar (1900 - current)
The Central Methodist Mission set up Dalmar in 1900, and supported the operations of the home throughout
the period 1900 to 1977.
Date: 1900 - 1977
Central Mission Home for Neglected Children (1893 - 1900)
Date: 1893 - 1900
Gateway Children's Home (1964 - 2017)
Alexandra Rescue Home (1902 - 1929)
Hope Haven (1907 - c. 1927)
Francis Street Annexe (Wesley Central Mission) (1980 - 1990?)
Bernard-Smith Children's Home (1960 - 1988)
Margaret Hallstrom Home for Unmarried Mothers (1968 - 1977?)

Run by
Wesley James Home (1976 - 1990?)
Date: 1976 - 1977
Alma Smith and Alva Atkins (nee Smith) papers and photographs relating to missionary work in New South
Wales and Western Australia, 1909-2006

Related Organisations
Methodist Department of Social Services (c. 1943 - 1965)
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