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Details
The Child Endowment Act 1941 was Commonwealth legislation which introduced the payment of weekly sums to
mothers with more than one child, foster mothers, and the managers of privately run children’s institutions, for
children under the age of 16. When child endowment began in 1941, children in State or Commonwealth
institutions were excluded. From July 1942, child endowment was extended to children living in government-run
institutions, and Aboriginal children living on missions. The act was repealed by the Social Services Consolidation
Act 1947. Child endowment payments were replaced by the family allowance in 1976.

Gallery

Commonwealth of Australia child endowment order

Description: This is an image of a child endowment order that was auctioned in 2012.
[Lot description:] Commonwealth of Australia child endowment order for Four Pounds
24th July 1945 still in original booklet, stain in right margin else EF.

Holt with a group of children after he introduced the Child Endowment legislation
and was pronounced the 'Godfather of a million children'
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