
Family Group Homes run by the Sisters
of Mercy in Geelong
1972 – 2000s

Details
From 1972 The Sisters of Mercy, through St Catherine’s orphanage and Mercy Family Care, ran a number of
family group homes in the Geelong area. When Mercy Family Care was amalgamated with MacKillop Family
Services in 1997 MacKillop took over administration of the remaining family group homes. The family group
homes housed children between approximately 2 and 15 years of age, with up to 10 children (including both state
wards and the children of the cottage parents) living together in a home. The exact opening and closing dates for
many of these homes are not yet known.

It was noted in a Social Welfare Department inspector’s report in the early 1970s that the parents of children
living in the family group homes were permitted to visit at the homes, or at the main St Catherine’s site if
additional supervision was determined by the Sisters to be necessary. It also stated that children could spend
holidays with their parents or with holiday hosts, or remain in the group home if they preferred.
The report also raised concerns that 10 children living in a single home was too many, and resulted in over-
crowding and excessive strain on the cottage parents. The Superintendent of St Catherine’s agreed that a
maximum of eight children per house was a more appropriate number.

More info

Related Entries
Run by

MacKillop Family Services (1997 - current)
St Catherine's Children's Home (1960 - 1975)
Mercy Family Care Centre (c. 1975 - 1997)

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records
Voluntary Children's Homes Files (1921 - 1989)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/family-group-homes-run-by-
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