
Family Group Homes run by Berry
Street
1970 – 2000s

Details
From the 1970s Berry Street ran a number of family group homes across Melbourne and in Gippsland. In 1975
Berry Street made the decision to shift their focus of child care from an institutional style to residential care of
children in family group homes, which was reflected in their change of name from Berry Street Babies’ Home and
Hospital to Berry Street – Child and Family Care. The exact opening and closing dates for many of these family
group homes are not yet known.

Bill Fordyce of Berry Street wrote about the changes taking place in an article from September 1976, with the
organisation’s new focus on ‘child and family care’:

With this change of thinking it has been necessary to change our buildings to fit in with these new plans.
So, to provide a home environment rather than an institutional one, we have closed the nursery ward and
the toddlers’ ward and replaced them with Family Group Homes in the suburbs. In each of these Homes
we have up to six children in the care of house parents, with the children of an age range one would
expend to find in a six child family. In this situation, the children can live as a normal family would. They
attend the local school, can join scout or guide groups, attend their own church if they wish, join youth
clubs and do the things that all today’s young people like to do. They become members of a family rather
than belonging to an institution (Hops, Steps and Jumps, 1976.

More info
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You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/family-group-homes-run-by-
berry-street/
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