
The Salvation Army, Australian
Territory
1880 – 1921

Details
The Salvation Army, Australian Territory was established in 1880 when the first members of the church came to
Australia. From 1880 until 1907, the Salvation Army Australasian Territory comprised the church’s operations in
Australia, New Zealand, Fiji and Tonga. In 1907, the Australian Territory was separated from New Zealand, Fiji
and Tonga. In 1921, the Australian Territory was split into the Southern and Eastern Territories.

The Salvation Army was founded in London in 1865. By 1880, the church was active in Australia, conducting
services in Melbourne and Adelaide. In 1881, the founder of the Salvation Army, General William Booth,
despatched Captain Sutherland and his wife to Australia to commence a ‘campaign’. In 1883, Major James
Barker established the Church’s first permanent social program, the Prison Gate for discharged prisoners in
Melbourne. In 1884, the Fallen Sisters Home was established in Carlton (an inner suburb of Melbourne) for
women released from prison.

By the 1890s, the Salvation Army was setting up its first maternity Homes in Australia, including the Adelaide
Maternity Home (established 1893), Rock Lynn House in Launceston, Tasmania (around 1895), a Home for
Neglected Girls in Perth (1894) and The Haven in North Fitzroy, Victoria (1897). The Salvation Army was active
in the adoption of children from their maternity Homes and hospitals. Many of its maternity Homes were not
closed until the 1980s and 1990s.

The Salvation Army began establishing institutions for children in the 1890s, homes and industrial schools for
‘neglected’ boys and girls, as well as reformatories for ‘convicted’ children. The first of these was the Heidelberg
Boys’ Home, Victoria, established in 1893. Some of these earliest Salvation Army institutions – such as
Bayswater Boys’ Homes in Victoria (established 1897) – operated continuously until the 1980s.

More info

Chronology
The Salvation Army, Australian Territory (1880 – 1921)

The Salvation Army Australia Southern Territory (1921 - 2018)
The Salvation Army Australia Eastern Territory (1921 - 2018)

Related Entries
Ran

The Haven (1897 - 1988)
Heidelberg Boys' Home (1893 - 1895)

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/the-haven/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/heidelberg-boys-home/


Murrumbeena Girls' Home (1897 - 1912)
Pakenham Boys' Home (1895 - 1897)
Riddells Creek Girls' Home (1900 - 1940)
Salvation Army Children's Creche (1915 - 1947)
Fallen Sisters Home (1884 - 1886?)
Heidelberg Girls' Home (1896 - 1899)
Allenby Lodge Young Women's Hostel (1919 - 1984)
Bathurst Maternity and Rescue Home (1897 - 1919)
Burwood Maternity Home (1898 - 1910)
Hopeleigh Maternity Home (c. 1910 - 1956)
Newcastle Maternity and Rescue Home (1897 - 1924)
Newtown Maternity and Rescue Home (1892 - 1898)
Stanmore Rescue Home (1896? - 1928)
The Fold Girls' Home (1920 - 1942)
Bayswater Boys' Homes (1897 - 1987)
Arncliffe Girls' Industrial Home (1916 - 1930)
Paradise Boys' Industrial Colony (1897 - 1903)
Manly Boys' Probationary Home (1903 - 1924)
Bexley Boys' Home (1915 - 1979)
Salvation Army Girls' Hostel (1912 - 1973)
Rescued Sisters' Home (1898 - 1917)
Salvation Army Industrial School for Girls (1920 - 1934)
Salvation Army Home for Girls, Yeronga (1898 - 1942)
Industrial School for Girls, Toowong (1907 - 1956)
Industrial School for Boys, Riverview (1 October 1898 - 1926)
Box Hill Boys' Home (1913 - 1984)
Preventative Home for Girls, Riverview (19 April 1897 - 1898)
Maternity Home Brisbane (1892 - 1897)
Salvation Army Maternity Home Breakfast Creek (1897 - 1924)
Glenties Rescue Home (1902 - 1924)
The Bridge Rescue Home (1899 - 1934)
Adelaide Maternity Home (1893 - 1914)
McBride Maternity Hospital (1914 - 1975)
Girls' Probationary School (1901 - 1945)
Boys' Probationary School (1900 - 1945)
Rescued Sisters' Home (1890 - 1899)
Brunswick Girls' Home (1892 - 1902)
Rock Lynn House (c. 1895 - 1960)
Elim Maternity Hospital (1897 - c. 1973)
Salvation Army Industrial School for Boys [Collie] (1901 - 1920)
Salvation Army Boys' Home (1918 - 1965)
Salvation Army Girls' Home, Cottesloe (1918 - 1969)
Seaforth Salvation Army Boys' Homes, Gosnells (1920 - 1955)
Seaforth Salvation Army Girls' Home (1920 - 1942)
Salvation Army Industrial School for Girls, Collie (1901 - 1920)
Collie Boys' Home (1902 - 1920)
Seaforth Salvation Army Boys' Reformatory (1920 - 1955)
William Booth Girls' Home (1912 - 1972)
Salvation Army Girls' Home, Kalgoorlie (1904? - 1924?)
Boulder Rescue Home (1904 - 1914?)
Cornelie Home (1898 - 1903)
Salvation Army Home for Neglected Girls, Perth (1894 - 1898)
Graceville Centre (1903 - current)
The Open Door (1903 - 1922)
Pakenham Girls' Reformatory (1897 - 1900)
Catherine Booth Girls' Home (1915 - 1976)
Glenroy Girls' Home (1902 - 1915)
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The Harbour (1898 - 1994)
Salvation Army Maternity Home, Charters Towers (1898 - 1903)

Related Legislation
The Neglected Children's Act 1887, Victoria (1888 - 1890)
In January 1888, James Barker of The Salvation Army was specially authorised as a person able to apprehend
a child according to s.21 of the Neglected Children's Act 1887.

Resources
The Salvation Army Australia Eastern Territory, Submission No. 46 to the Senate Inquiry into Children in
Institutional Care: The Salvation Army Australia Southern Territorial Headquarters (VIC), Appendix B, Eastern
Territory Social Centres, A list of openings, closings and function, June 2003
Telegraphic Intelligence, Illawarra Mercury, 1 April 1881
Cleland, Sharon, Caring for the Children: A history of institutional care provided by The Salvation Army for
Australian children and youth (1893-1995), August 2012
Steer, Hedley, Social Salvation, Early development of the Social Wing of The Salvation Army, 1996
War Cry: The Salvation Army Magazine, 1883 - 2020
Kirkham, John C, Southern Soup-Soap-Salvation, a compendium of Salvation Army Social Services in the
Australian Southern Territory, 2003
The Salvation Army Australia Southern Territorial Headquarters (Vic), Submission No. 46 to the Senate Inquiry
into Children in Institutional Care: Appendix A: Children's Homes - A list of openings, closings and function,
July 2003

Records

Records
Historical records and memorabilia of Salvation Army institutions, Southern Territory
Salvation Army Australia, Records of Homes in the former Southern Territory (c. 1889 - c. 1988)
Salvation Army Australia, Records of Homes in the former Eastern Territory (c. 1891 - 1990s)
War Cry [30 May - 13 June 1942 issues], National Archives of Australia (1908 - 1964)
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territory/

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/the-harbour/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/salvation-army-maternity-home-charters-towers/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/the-neglected-childrens-act-1887-2/
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Completed_inquiries/2004-07/inst_care/submissions/sublist
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Completed_inquiries/2004-07/inst_care/submissions/sublist
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Completed_inquiries/2004-07/inst_care/submissions/sublist
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/135941806
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/IND.R-001331.PS.0057_R.pdf
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/IND.R-001331.PS.0057_R.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Completed_inquiries/2004-07/inst_care/submissions/sublist
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Community_Affairs/Completed_inquiries/2004-07/inst_care/submissions/sublist
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/historical-records-and-memorabilia-of-salvation-army-institutions-southern-territory/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/salvation-army-australia-records-of-homes-in-the-former-southern-territory/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/salvation-army-australia-records-of-homes-in-the-former-eastern-territory/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/war-cry-30-may-13-june-1942-issues/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/the-salvation-army-australian-territory/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/the-salvation-army-australian-territory/

