
Beth-el Children’s Home
1963 – c. 1983

Details
The Beth-el Children’s Home was established in Caulfield, in 1963 and later also occupied sites in Balwyn and
Canterbury. The Home was operated by a nursing sister. From 1978 the Home did not house any wards of state.
It continued to receive private placements until at least 1983.

The Beth-el Children’s Home was established in 1963. Its original location was 8 Amelia Street, Caulfield. Over
its years of operation it occupied a number of different sites, including 16 Yerrin Street, Balwyn and 12 Carinda
Road, Canterbury. The purchase of the property in Canterbury was part funded by the Victorian government, to
ensure some stability in the Home’s location.

The Home was operated by an individual (a nursing sister) under the Infant Life Protection provisions of the
Children’s Welfare Act 1958.

According to Jenkinson, ‘changes in child care provision, oversupply of beds, and low demand in the inner-
eastern region saw the home phased out in the late 1970s’. The Department ceased its funding, and did not
place wards at Beth-El from 1978. However, the Home continued to operate (with private placements) until at
least 1983.

More info

Related Entries
Related Legislation

Children's Welfare Act 1954, Victoria (1955 - 1959)
The Heather Anderson Home was established under the Infant Life Protection provisions of the Children's
Welfare Act.

Resources
Beth-el Children's Homes (1963-83), Finding Records, No date. Relevance: See the 'List of records held by the
department' section for information about records relating to Beth-el Children's Home

Records
For more information and to access your records, follow the links below:

Records

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/childrens-welfare-act-1954/
https://www.findingrecords.dhhs.vic.gov.au/collectionresultspage/BethelChildrensHome


Voluntary Children's Homes Files (1921 - 1989)

You can view this page online by visiting https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/beth-el-childrens-home/

https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/voluntary-childrens-homes-files/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/beth-el-childrens-home/

