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Details
The Victorian Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children was founded in 1896. The Society was a local
branch of an international organisation. The Children’s Protection Society operated Homes at various times,
intended to provide emergency shelter for children while their cases were being investigated. In 1971, the
organisation became known as the Children’s Protection Society.

The formation of the Victorian Society was an initiative of the Governor’s wife, Lady Sybil de Vere Brassey. Its
aims were to protect children from cruelty and neglect, to advance the claims of ‘neglected’, abandoned and
orphan children to the general public, to co-operate with existing societies for this purpose and to enforce the
existing laws for the protection of ‘neglected’ children and juvenile offenders.

Internationally, the first Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children was established in 1875, in New York. Its
founders were associated with another organisation already in existence, the American Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA). One founder, Henry Bergh, remarked, ‘The child is an animal. If there is no
justice for it as a human being it shall at least have the rights of a stray cur in the street. It shall not be abused.’

British branches of the SPCC were founded in 1883 (Liverpool) and 1884 (London). In 1899, the London branch
assumed the status of a National Society, and control of the 31 branches in Britain.

The Victorian Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children was one of the few secular non government
agencies in the child welfare field and it operated on the philosophy of persuading or, in the last resort,
compelling parents to fulfil their responsibilities.

The Society employed paid officers to perform its investigatory and prosecution work. Originally, the Society had
only one inspector to respond to reports of child abuse.

In 1923, the Society moved into the offices of the Charity Organisation Society.

Renewed concerns about child abuse in the 1960s saw the Victorian Government fund the society to investigate
reports across the city (a responsibility it relinquished to the State in 1986).
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