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1856 – 1857

Details
In 1856 a Select Committee of Inquiry upon Penal Discipline was established and reported to Parliament in 1857.
This group influenced the development of Victoria’s first piece of child welfare legislation, the Neglected and
Criminal Children’s Act 1864. Donella Jaggs writes that the 1857 Select Committee of Inquiry upon Penal
Discipline ‘for the first time provided reliable information about the motley collection of children who passed
through Victoria’s prisons’. It heard evidence that homeless, destitute children were being housed in prisons.
Other children came into prisons when their mother was charged under the Vagrancy Act.
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