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Details
The Adoption of Children Act 1928, ‘An Act to make provision for the Adoption of infants’ (No.3605) became law
in July 1929 and the first legal adoption in Victoria was registered in October of that year. Before that time
unofficial, de facto adoptions, which were not recognised in law, were sometimes arranged by both Government
and non-government organisations, as well as by individuals. It also provided for the legitimisation of existing
informal adoptions, without the consent of the birth parents. The 1928 Act provided for the transfer of parental
rights, duties, obligations and liabilities to adoptive parents.

This Act came into operation on 1 June 1929. It was repealed by the Adoption of Children Act 1958 No. 6192 on
1 April 1959.

It was amended by Act No. 3807 1928; Act No. 3816 1929; Act No. 4191 1933; Act No. 4381 1936: Act No. 4903
1942; Act No. 5666 1953; Act No. 5851 1954; Act No. 5865 1955.

More info

Chronology
Adoption of Children Act 1928, Victoria (1929 – 1959)

Adoption of Children Act 1958, Victoria (1959 - 1966)
Adoption of Children Act 1964, Victoria (1966 - 1987)

Adoption Act 1984, Victoria (1985 - current)

Related Entries
Related Organisations

Methodist Babies' Home (1929 - c. 1974)
Children's Welfare Department, State Government of Victoria (1924 - 1960)
The Children's Welfare Department became responsible for the adoption of State wards at the enactment of
the Adoption Act 1928.
Girls' Memorial Home (1922 - 1973)
The passage of the Adoption Act in 1928 meant that the Girls' Memorial Home became a 'supplier' to the
Methodist Babies' Home.

Is amended by
Adoption of Children (Amendment) Act 1954, Victoria (1955 - 1959)
Adoption of Children Act 1936, Victoria (1929 - 1955)

http://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/hist_act/aoca1928191/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/methodist-babies-home-3/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/childrens-welfare-department/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/girls-memorial-home/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/adoption-of-children-amendment-act-1954/
https://www.findandconnect.gov.au/entity/adoption-of-children-act-1936/


Adoption of Children Act 1942, Victoria (1942 - 1959)
Adoption of Children (Amendment) Act 1953, Victoria (1953 - 1959)

Amends
Infant Life Protection Act 1915, Victoria (1915 - 1929)
Neglected Children's Act 1915, Victoria (1915 - 1929)
Maintenance Act 1928, Victoria (1929 - 1958)

Related Concepts
Adoption in Victoria (c. 1928 - current)
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